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Initiative Petition 43 – Prohibiting the Sale of Assault Weapons and Large Capacity 

Magazines 

 

Clergy members of all faiths, youth, advocates and responsible gun owners have come together 

to promote safety in our schools, our streets, and throughout our country.   

 

The coalition “Lift Every Voice Oregon” has filed IP 43 for the November 2018 election to 

promote safety for all residents by reducing future sale or transfer of assault weapons and large 

capacity magazines in Oregon.  

 

The ballot measure proposes two steps to make Oregon a safer place for all residents. 

● The first is to regulate the ownership of semiautomatic weapons, assault weapons and 

large capacity magazines. 

● The second is to prohibit the future sale or transfer of semiautomatic rifles firearms 

described in IP 43) and large capacity magazines. 

 

The majority of Oregonians are frustrated that our political leaders have not taken action to 

protect our children from assault weapons and large capacity magazines. It is our duty and 

privilege to stand with the young people around the country and in Oregon to restrict these 

highly lethal assault weapons. 

 

The IP 43 ballot title is currently making its way through Oregon’s review process. Although we 

are not able to collect petition signatures just yet, we are training thousands of volunteers 

around the state so we are ready to collect petition signatures as soon as the title is finally 

approved. 

 

We know that it is a big lift to get IP 43 on the ballot for November 2018.  We need 88,000 valid 

signatures to qualify for the ballot and we are hopeful that our thousands of supporters will get 

enough time to collect the signatures. 

 

That said, we are realistic.  If we do not have sufficient time to gather the ballot measure 

signatures, we will not give up!!  This is the first step and we will not rest until all Oregonians are 

protected from assault weapons and our children can go to school without fear. 

 

Frequently asked questions: 

How can I help? 

Here’s what we are asking you to do: 

● Host a training in your area in the let’s give this a date.  Our goal is to recruit and train 3,000 

volunteer signature gatherers who will be ready to mobilize when the initiative clears the legal 

hurdles.  The process is simple, but you need to know the rules.  Anyone with a government-

issues document that bears their signature – driver’s license, passport, student id, etc. - can 

circulate the petition.  Trainings take about an hour.  Train a few people - or several hundred.  

We’ll provide all the materials and support you need. 
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● Help us identify other leaders, youth groups, and community organizations that are willing to 

get involved.  Email office@lifteveryvoiceoregon.com with your ideas. 

 

● Invite others to join the movement to make our communities safer.  Sign up here to help 

save lives: https://www.lifteveryvoiceoregon.com 

 

 

Will current gun owners have their guns taken away from them? 

No.  The initiative would require any person in possession of an assault weapon to sell, 

surrender or remove the weapon from the state, or render it inoperable, within 120 days of 

passage.  A person that wanted to keep their assault weapon would need to register it with the 

Oregon State Police. 

 

The same safety measures will be applied to large capacity magazines, which are defined as 

magazines that hold more than 10 rounds. 

 

Is this Constitutional? 

Yes. Seven other states (HI, CA, NJ, NY, MA, CT, MD) and the District of Columbia already 

have similar laws banning assault rifles. In November 2017, the US Supreme Court rejected a 

challenge to Maryland’s assault weapons ban. The justices left in place a federal appeals court 

ruling that upheld the law that does not permit the sale of a range of semi-automatic weapons 

and largecapacity magazines. 

 

Isn’t the real problem mental illness? We should just restrict those gun owners. 

We know that about 4% of all violent crime is committed by people who could be adjudicated 

mentally ill. We must help those people. (Note, however, that the NRA has not.) If we only focus 

on that 4%, however, we completely ignore the 96% are committing violent crimes. In addition, 

people who suffer from mental illness are far more likely to be victims of a crime than to commit 

a crime. If the NRA were serious, they would urge Congress to place a small tax on guns that 

would directly go to researching or in some way benefitting people who suffer from mental 

illness. 

 

Will I be required to register all my guns? 

No. Only the semiautomatic firearms described in the initiative will be affected. Firearms or 

ammunition described clearly in IP 43, owned at the time the act becomes effective, must be 

either registered with the state, sold out of state, permanently disabled or can be given to law 

enforcement for disposal. The same safety measures will be applied to largecapacity 

magazines, defined as a magazine that holds more than 10 rounds. 

   

How will this bill protect Oregonians? 

When access to assault weapons is restricted, deaths due to mass shootings decrease. A 2014 

study found that “both state and federal assault weapons bans have statistically significant and 

negative effects on mass shooting fatalities.” Everytown for Gun Safety, Assault Weapons Bans 

on Public Mass Shootings,” Applied Economics Letters 22, no. 4 (2014): 281-284. 

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-supreme-court-guns-20171127-story.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/bs-md-supreme-court-guns-20171127-story.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/1674804
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/1674804
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How can I sign the petition to place IP 43 on the November 2018 ballot? 

The measure must first clear any court challenges which will be heard by the Oregon Supreme 

Court. Challenges should be cleared by the end of June and when we expect to begin collecting 

the 88,184 signatures necessary to place the measure on the ballot. 

 

Go to www.lifteveryvoiceoregon.com to get the latest information on the status of the petition. 

http://www.lifteveryvoiceoregon.com/

